PERSONALIZED
LEARNING
Helping teachers spark a
love of learning in every student.

ADDRESSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP
Far too many students don’t have access to a high-quality education.
This is particularly true for low-income students and students of color,
roughly half of today’s student population.
While the graduation rate for all students is at
an all-time high of 83%:

38%

83%

Only 11% of
Black students
and 23% of
Hispanic students

11%

Only 38% of students
are college-ready when
they graduate.

23%
are prepared to succeed in college

The graduation rate corresponds to students in the 2014-2015 graduating class, while
the college-ready rate corresponds to students in the 2015-2016 graduating class.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING IN THE CLASSROOM
When coupled with college-ready standards and highly effective instruction,
personalized learning can significantly accelerate student achievement—moving
all students toward success in college and career.
CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOL’S
WEST BELDEN
CHICAGO, IL
ROOTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DENVER, CO

When environments are
flexible, learning can happen
anywhere and anytime, inside
or outside the classroom. At
Roots, the time students spend
on lessons is based on
individual needs.

NEW HAVEN ACADEMY
NEW HAVEN, CT

Students move at their own pace,
advancing only after they have
demonstrated they are ready. At
New Haven, engaging learning
experiences challenge students and
ensure deeper learning.

At West Belden,
technology accelerates
and deepens learning.
Teachers use real-time
feedback to tailor
instruction, challenge
students, and help them
make breakthroughs.

INNOVATION, DESIGN,
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACADEMY
DALLAS, TX

VALOR COLLEGIATE ACADEMY
NASHVILLE, TN

Learning helps all students develop
knowledge, skills, and abilities that
will prepare them for college,
career, and life. At IDEA, learning
is collaborative and provides
real-world experiences for students,
including the ability to co-design an
internship in the community.

Students take ownership and
develop a commitment to their
learning. At Valor, students work
with mentors to set goals and
create plans.

RISING GRADUATION RATES

Early and
Promising Results
A report conducted by RAND in 2015 found
that students in schools using personalized
learning strategies made greater academic
progress over the course of two years, than a
comparison group of similar students.

Increasing Graduation Rates

LINDSAY UNIFIED

Lindsay Unified School District in
California’s Central Valley uses custom
learning paths for students.

SCHOOL DISTRICT

35% of students are
English language
learners
All students quality
for free or reduced
lunch

35%

Graduation rate soared
from 76% in 2010-11 to
87% in 2015-16

100%

Preparing Students for Success in College
At Summit Public Schools, where nearly half of the students qualify for
free or reduced lunch, students are driving their own learning.
GRADUATES ACCEPTED
INTO AT LEAST ONE
FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE

55%

99%

OF GRADUATES
GO ON TO
COMPLETE
COLLEGE

Sources:
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/CCCR_National_2016.pdf
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR1300/RR1365/RAND_RR1365.pdf
http://www.theverge.com/2015/9/3/9252845/facebook-education-software-plp-summit
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/10/17/fact-sheet-president-obama-announces-high-school-graduation-rate-has

COMPARED TO
NATIONAL
AVERAGE OF

28%

