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Desired Results 
Established 
Goals/Standards 

Common Core State Standards 

RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.6: Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 

RI.7.8: Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims. 

W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

W.7.1a: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence logically.  

W.7.1b: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text. 

W.7.1c: Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1d: Establish and maintain a formal style.  

W.7.1e: Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

W.7.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

Optional: Add speaking and listening 
standards related to the extension of the 
assessment (debate, speech, UN meeting, 
etc.). 

 Transfer Students will be able to independently use their learning to ...  

• Successfully argue a claim by supporting it with logical reasoning, evidence, and explanation 
from reading and research of credible sources. 
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 Meaning Understandings/Big Ideas 
Students will understand that … 

• A sound argument is based on logical 
reasoning. 

• Audiences/readers can make informed 
decisions about the influence of a text when 
they recognize a writer’s possible bias/slant.  

• Multiple perspectives help develop an 
informed understanding of an issue/idea.  

• Authors use compelling claims, relevant 
evidence, and explanation to effectively 
communicate their perspectives. 

Essential Questions 
Students will keep considering … 

• What makes an effective argument? 

• What evidence can we as authors use to 
make a compelling argument? 

• How can we distinguish our point of view 
from others’? 

• How do we determine the credibility of a 
source? 

Context Question 

• Are all parts of the Children’s Bill of Rights 
viable in today’s society? 

Acquisition Know (Content) 
Students will know … 

• Claim* 

• Evidence* 

• Reasoning* 

• Credibility 

• Argument 

• Cite 

• Logos  

• Pathos 

• Ethos 

• Point of view 

• Fact vs. opinion  

• Perspectives  

• Bias  

• Opposing claim/ 
counterclaims* 

• Logical reasoning 

*Focus concepts for the unit 

Do (Skills)  
Students will be skilled at … 

Reading and Research Skills 

• Trace and evaluate an author’s argument 
and specific claims in a text. 

• Determine whether an author has 
adequately supported a claim and used 
sound reasoning. 

• Evaluate sources for bias and credibility. 

• Cite sources using an accepted format 
(MLA) within the text and with a works cited 
page. 

Writing Skills 
• Develop a claim in the form of a thesis 

statement after looking at a body of data 
or information. 

• Select relevant and logical evidence to 
support their claim. 

• Organize ideas in a logical sequence 
using clear transitions. 

• Make choices appropriate to purpose and 
audience (tone, register, and word 
choice). 

• Acknowledge opposing viewpoints.  

• Show evidence of progress through the 
writing process (prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing).  
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Acceptable Evidence of Results 
Assessments 

1. Pre-assessment 

2. Constructed response (passage-based using LDC template task) 
3. Summative assessment: LDC argumentation task (see below) 

Evaluative Criteria 

LDC Rubric 

Supports/Scaffolding 
Support  
• Provide a body of low-level passages or citations as the “research” for students 

• Create a “writer’s notebook” to define each step of the process 

• Model the process using a sample topic 

• Teacher-created guides for note-taking and outlining 

• Choice in topics 

• Choice of texts 

Extensions 
• Debates 

• Mock kids UN meeting to develop a new bill of rights 

• Argumentation speeches 
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Learning 
Tasks 

Suggested activities and more detailed lesson plans for each learning target can be found at 
www.LiveBinders.com . 

Username: casmiddleela   
Password: caselarocks 

 Introducing Argumentation (two weeks) 
See lesson plans from Melissa Henderson and Roselind Koop at www.LiveBinders.com . 

1. Pre-assessment (one day)   
a. Teacher Version  
b. Student Version  

2. Hook activity: Modified “gum” activity from George Hillocks, page 70 (one day) 

3. Content vocabulary front loading (note-taking, foldable, and card sort) (two days) 

4. Taking a stance activity/four corner debate (with in vitro meat article) 

5. More practice with identifying a claim, analyzing evidence, purpose, tone, audience: “Three Circle” 
activity and “A Veto on Video Games” from Holt Language book (two days) 

6. Arguing both sides activity: Harvey Daniels’ “Texts and Lessons” resource 

7. Revisit pre-assessment, add new learning, reflection on learning 

8. Students will analyze data from gum activity and create a claim, warrant, backing, and 
counterargument. 

9. Short constructed response assessment: Should schools monitor student’ social media accounts?    
 

Articles 
• “Cyberbullying: Should Schools Police Students’ Social Media Accounts?” 
• “California School District Hires Firm to Monitor Students’ Social Media” 
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 LDC Module (four to five weeks)  
See Module Creator for details: Module Creator: All Children Have the Right to ...  

Task: After researching informational texts on topics related to Children’s Bill of Rights, write an essay in 
which you argue your position on one of the articles from the Children’s Bill of Rights. Be sure to support 
your position with evidence from your research.  

(D1) Be sure to acknowledge competing views.  

(D8) Include a works cited page and text citations using MLA format.  

1. Children’s Bill of Rights (introduce, close reading, annotation, vocabulary, group discussion, etc.) (two 
days)  

2. Read texts related to the Children’s Bill of Rights (close read, discuss, respond in writing). (three to 
five days) 

3. Introducing the task/deconstructing the rubric (two days) 

4. Choosing a topic—see writer’s notebook (www.LiveBinders.com ) 

5. Developing questions to guide research (looking at both sides of the issue)—see writer’s notebook 
(one day)  

6. Choosing reliable sources (two days) 

7. Taking research notes—paraphrasing vs. plagiarism (Holt teacher guide) (one day) 

8. Researching—see three-column research guide for taking notes (three days) 

9. Choosing a side—developing a claim/thesis (one day) 

10. Writing an engaging introduction (hook, background, thesis) (one day) 

11. Organizing/mini-lesson on transitions (outline or graphic organizer) (two or three days) 

12. Drafting (two days) 

13. Integrating citations in your own writing and creating a works cited page (one day)  

14. Peer editing/parent feedback/writing groups (Holt teacher guide)  

15. Revising (one or two days) 

16. Publishing, self-evaluating, turn-in, reflection  

17. Extension activities (speech, mock UN, etc.) 
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Children Have the Right to … English 
Language Arts 

Middle School, 
Grade 7 

Common Assignment 1 
Pre-Assessment: Multiple 

Choice/Short Answer Assessment 
Table of Contents 
1. Teacher Materials 

a. Pro/Con Answer Key/Scoring Guide  
2. Student Materials   

a. “Pro/Con: Are federal regulations needed for e-cigarettes?” Articles  
b. Multiple Choice/Short Answer Pre-Assessment 
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Pro/Con Answer Key/Scoring Guide 

 
1. Which statement would both the PRO and CON authors most likely agree with?  

(1 point) 
A. E-cigarettes are an effective support for people quitting smoking. 
B. E-cigarettes pose a danger to the public, especially children. 
C. E-cigarettes should be regulated by the U.S. government. 
D. E-cigarettes may pose long-term health risks similar to regular cigarettes. 

 
2. Which statement from the PRO text best captures the writer’s claim? (1 point) 

A. E-cigarettes have unproven health claims. 
B. E-cigarettes should be regulated, not banned. 
C. The devices vaporize a flavored nicotine solution that users then inhale and exhale. 
D. Rather than helping people quit smoking, e-cigs may actually make it harder for 

smokers to quit. 
 

3. Which statement would only the CON author agree with? (1 point) 
A. E-cigarettes do not seem to be effective at helping people to quit smoking cigarettes. 
B. E-cigarettes should be regulated, even if they are not regulated like regular 

cigarettes. 
C. Even though e-cigarettes are dangerous, they are much less dangerous than regular 

cigarettes. 
D. E-cigarettes likely do not have long-term health consequences. 

 
4. Are the authors of the two articles credible sources? How do you know? (2 points) 

Students may choose either credible or non-credible based on their reasoning. Possible 
responses may include: 
Credible: The PRO author, Sarah Milov, is currently writing a book about tobacco in the 
20th century; she is an assistant professor of history at the University of Virginia; the 
author has provided her contact information.  
Non-Credible: The author is not a medical or public health expert. 
Credible: The CON author, Amy Ridenour, is chairman of the National Center for Public 
Policy Research in Washington, DC; the author has provided her contact information. 
Non-Credible: She is a member of a conservative think-tank. 
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5. Choose two details from the texts that show how this topic relates to the lives of 

teens. (2 points) 

Possible answers include: 

A. Yet, the other part of that growth is the growth in the number of high school students 
using them. The variety of e-cig flavors, including cotton candy, gummy bear and root 
beer float, attract young people. 

B. “Juice” sounds harmless, but it's misleading. It is, in fact, a flavored nicotine mixture. 
The liquid nicotine is heated through a battery-powered cylinder, which can look like a 
cigarette, a pen or a kazoo. 
C. Right now, more than 16 million children can legally buy e-cigarettes and give 
themselves as much nicotine as they want — and nicotine is not harmless. Accidentally 
drinking liquid nicotine has caused a huge increase in the number of cases reported to 
local poison control centers — including the death of a toddler in upstate New York two 
months ago. 

 
6. Match the types of evidence with the examples from the text. (3 points) 

A. Facts and Statistics 
B. Anecdote 
C. Expert Opinion 

A  Researchers at the University of California-San Francisco found that 95 percent of e-
cig websites either made outright claims that they had health benefits, or hinted there 
were some. Sixty-four percent made claims directly related to helping users quit 
smoking. 
C  The director of the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Tobacco Products, 
Mitch Zeller, made the key point clear: “People are smoking for the nicotine, but dying 
from the tar.” 
B  Lives could be saved. People could replace their tobacco cigarettes with e-cigarettes 
and switch out smoke and carcinogens with water vapor. And that horrible smell would 
be replaced with no smell at all — or the light scent of a flavor like mint or strawberry. 
 

7. In looking at the PRO article, identify which piece of evidence could best serve as a 
counterclaim to the CON article? (1 point) 
A. They have likewise found that rather than helping people quit smoking, e-cigs 

may actually make it harder for smokers to quit. 
B. The FDA should make both of these facts clear by requiring warning labels on e-

cigarette devices and bottles of e-juices.  
C. And herein lies the possible merit of the e-cigarette: it could be a powerful tool for 

saving millions of lives if smokers switched from puffing to vaping to, ideally, nothing. 
D. “Juice” sounds harmless, but it’s misleading. 
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8. In looking at the PRO article, what reasons does the author give to support her claim? 
How does she develop those reasons with evidence? Complete the chart.  Cite the text. 

 
 
 

Reasons (3 pts) Textual Evidence (3 pts) 
1. E-cigarettes are dangerously 

popular 
 
 
 

1. Answers will vary; possible response 
may include evidence from A Booming 
Industry section: 16 million children are can 
legally buy e-cigarettes; $2.5 billion industry; 
advertising geared toward young people 

2. E-cigs are safer than 
cigarettes 
 
 
 
 

2. The problem is that the safety and health 
claims of e-cigarettes have not been proven. 
Online, many folks claim e-cigs have helped 
them kick the habit. Yet these are just 
anecdotes. In the words of Mitch Zeller, head 
of the FDA’s Tobacco Products Division, 
“FDA can’t make regulatory policy on the 
basis of anecdotal evidence.” 

3. Answers will vary; possible 
response may include: 
Warning labels are needed 
 

3. Answers will vary; possible response 
may include: false advertising; nicotine is 
addictive and is a poison; this is why the FDA 
exists 
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“Pro/Con: Are federal regulations needed for e-cigarettes?” 
By Tribune News Service, adapted by Newsela staff 

03.30.15 

PRO: Treat e-cigs just like tobacco products 
In 2014, the Oxford English Dictionary’s word of the year was “vape.” The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) should take a hint from the dictionary. It should write its own definition of 
e-cigarettes — a definition that will treat them as a tobacco product. 

Congress created the FDA in 1906. It was a time of concern over the quality and purity of 
America’s food and drug supply, which was awash in toxic dyes and preservatives. The 
agency was shaped by the outrageous claims of fake miracle cures known as "snake oil." 

The agency was created to help people know whether a product is safe, reliable and healthy. 

In short, the FDA was made to regulate products just like e-cigarettes. 

A Booming Industry 

Right now, more than 16 million children can legally buy e-cigarettes and give themselves as 
much nicotine as they want — and nicotine is not harmless. Accidentally drinking liquid 
nicotine has caused a huge increase in the number of cases reported to local poison control 
centers — including the death of a toddler in upstate New York two months ago. 

And it is a market that is booming. Last year, analysts at Wells Fargo bank estimated the 
overall value of the e-cigarette industry at $2.5 billion. They predict it will grow to $10 billion 
annually by 2017. 

The product's growth is partly due to advertising. Yet, the other part of that growth is the 
growth in the number of high school students using them. The variety of e-cig flavors, including 
cotton candy, gummy bear and root beer float, attract young people. 

E-cigarettes should be regulated, not banned. The FDA is the only agency that can do that. 
The FDA should prohibit sales and advertising to kids and make sure that health claims made 
by e-cig companies are true. It should also require companies to list the ingredients in e-cig 
juice. 

“Juice” sounds harmless, but it's misleading. It is, in fact, a flavored nicotine mixture. The liquid 
nicotine is heated through a battery-powered cylinder, which can look like a cigarette, a pen or 
a kazoo. 

Inhaling Flavored Vapors 

The devices vaporize a flavored nicotine solution that users then inhale and exhale. Users 
inhale this flavored vapor and not burning tobacco. Because burning tobacco releases toxins 
like tar, this means e-cigs are safer compared to cigarettes. 
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But, then again, cigarettes kill 6 million people per year. In the words of historian Robert 
Proctor, they are the deadliest invention in human history.  

And herein lies the possible merit of the e-cigarette: it could be a powerful tool for saving 
millions of lives if smokers switched from puffing to vaping to, ideally, nothing.  

The problem is that the safety and health claims of e-cigarettes have not been proven. Online, 
many folks claim e-cigs have helped them kick the habit. Yet these are just anecdotes. In the 
words of Mitch Zeller, head of the FDA’s Tobacco Products Division, “FDA can’t make 
regulatory policy on the basis of anecdotal evidence.” 

Initial evidence from a major new study should cause regulators to stop and think. The early 
findings from the Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health indicate high levels of “dual 
use” of tobacco products, meaning that smokers frequently use both e-cigarettes and regular 
cigarettes. 

These findings agree with other studies. They have likewise found that rather than helping 
people quit smoking, e-cigs may actually make it harder for smokers to quit. 

Warning Labels Needed 

Nevertheless, e-cigarettes are frequently advertised as if they've been proven to be healthy. 
Researchers at the University of California-San Francisco found that 95 percent of e-cig 
websites either made outright claims that they had health benefits, or hinted there were some. 
Sixty-four percent made claims directly related to helping users quit smoking. 

This is false advertising. Nicotine is addictive and it is a poison. The FDA should make both of 
these facts clear by requiring warning labels on e-cigarette devices and bottles of e-juices. 
Skin contact with even small quantities of liquid nicotine can cause dizziness, vomiting and 
seizures. Ingestion can be deadly. 

A world in which a dangerous product is marketed and sold as a healthy one is exactly what 
the FDA exists to prevent. 

E-cigarettes are not snake oil. But gummy bear, cotton candy and sour apple shouldn’t make 
them go down any easier. 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE WRITER: Sarah Milov is an assistant professor of history at the University of 
Virginia. She currently is writing a book about tobacco in the 20th century. Readers may write 
her at 435 Nau Hall South Lawn, Charlottesville, VA 22904. 

This essay is available to Tribune News Service subscribers. Tribune did not subsidize the 
writing of this column; the opinions are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the 
views of Tribune or Newsela.  
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CON: Vaping may help smokers kick the tobacco habit 
In 1964, the Surgeon General’s Advisory Committee on Smoking and Health released its very 
first report on tobacco smoking. 

It looked at scientific evidence from more than 7,000 articles related to smoking and disease. 
Based on those studies, the report cited tobacco smoking as a major cause of lung and throat 
cancer and chronic bronchitis. 

The report launched a “war on smoking.” It soon required health warnings on cigarette 
packages and bans on cigarette commercials on radio and television. In recent years, it has 
led to bans on smoking in certain areas, like restaurants and other public places. 

Over this half-century of cigarette regulation, two facts have been public knowledge: 1) 
smoking tobacco kills people; 2) once a person is addicted to smoking cigarettes, or to the 
nicotine one ingests by smoking cigarettes, it is very hard for a person to quit. 

Switching From Smoking 

Then an invention came along — e-cigarettes. They have nicotine just like a tobacco cigarette, 
but without any apparent link to cancer or lung disease. Many people cheered the new 
invention. 

Finally there was a product that could help those who were addicted and for whom the 
available anti-smoking aids had not been of sufficient help. 

Lives could be saved. People could replace their tobacco cigarettes with e-cigarettes and 
switch out smoke and carcinogens with water vapor. And that horrible smell would be replaced 
with no smell at all — or the light scent of a flavor like mint or strawberry. 

One would expect the response of the public health community to be a near-universal “hurrah.” 
In some parts of the community, people have been happy. 

Addicted To Regulation? 

But some people appear to be addicted to regulation, and not to public health. For them, e-
cigarettes provide an unwelcome challenge. 

How can they want to ban the use of a product that saves lives?  

For many of these regulators, they are worried about “what ifs.” “What if” vaping turns out to be 
harmful? “What if” people who vape decide to start smoking? 

These “what ifs” are quite unlikely. However, it is on the basis of them that some people 
support bans. Some want bans on the sale of e-cigarettes, or grossly high taxes on e-
cigarettes to discourage the use of e-cigs. Some even want outright bans on the use of e-
cigarettes in public. 

But such policies mean nicotine addicts will be less likely to use e-cigarettes. Instead, they 
may be more likely to keep smoking tobacco. The obvious and predictable result is relatively 
more tobacco smoking and thus, more illness and death. 
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Don't Treat E-Cigs Like Cigarettes 

The director of the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Tobacco Products, Mitch Zeller, 
made the key point clear: “People are smoking for the nicotine, but dying from the tar.” 

He says e-cigarette regulation should take into account that different nicotine products "pose 
different levels of risk to the individual,” and regulate accordingly. 

Which means America should not treat e-cigarettes and vaping just like tobacco smoking and 
smoking. Smoking is clearly far more dangerous than vaping. 

In fact, vaping can cause people to voluntarily stop smoking. Because of that, a carefully 
crafted regulatory policy that steers Americans from smoking toward vaping as a replacement 
provides “an extraordinary public health opportunity.” 

Zeller makes a lot of sense. By contrast, there are the regulation fanatics. These people are 
the enemy of public health. 

Smoking kills. Vaping is a safer alternative, and our nation’s regulatory policy will save lives if it 
reflects this fact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE WRITER: Amy Ridenour is chairman of the National Center for Public Policy 
Research in Washington, DC. (www.nationalcenter.org ), a conservative think-tank on Capitol 
Hill. She can be reached at 501 Capitol Court NE, Washington, DC 20002 or by email at 
aridenour@nationalcenter.org. 

This essay is available to Tribune News Service subscribers. Tribune did not subsidize the 
writing of this column; the opinions are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the 
views of Tribune or Newsela. 
 
https://newsela.com/articles/procon-ecigs/id/8083  
(Adapted by CAS MS ELA Team) 
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Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
Date:  ____________________________ Period:  _________________________ 
 
Answer the following questions about the articles. 
 

1. Which statement would both the PRO and CON authors most likely agree with?  
(1 point) 
A. E-cigarettes are an effective support for people quitting smoking. 
B. E-cigarettes pose a danger to the public, especially children. 
C. E-cigarettes should be regulated by the U.S. government. 
D. E-cigarettes may pose long-term health risks similar to regular cigarettes. 

 
2. Which statement from the PRO text best captures the writer’s claim? (1 point) 

A. E-cigarettes have unproven health claims. 
B. E-cigarettes should be regulated, not banned. 
C. The devices vaporize a flavored nicotine solution that users then inhale and exhale. 
D. Rather than helping people quit smoking, e-cigs may actually make it harder for 

smokers to quit. 
 

3. Which statement would only the CON author agree with? (1 point) 
A. E-cigarettes do not seem to be effective at helping people to quit smoking cigarettes. 
B. E-cigarettes should be regulated, even if they are not regulated like regular 

cigarettes. 
C. Even though e-cigarettes are dangerous, they are much less dangerous than regular 

cigarettes. 
D. E-cigarettes likely do not have long-term health consequences. 

 
4. Are the authors of the two articles credible sources? How do you know? (2 points) 
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5. Choose two details from the text that show how this topic relates to the lives of 

teens. (2 points) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Match the types of evidence with the examples from the text. (3 points) 

A. Facts and Statistics 
B. Anecdote 
C. Expert Opinion 

______ Researchers at the University of California-San Francisco found that 95 percent 
of e-cig websites either made outright claims that they had health benefits, or hinted 
there were some. Sixty-four percent made claims directly related to helping users quit 
smoking. 
______The director of the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Tobacco 
Products, Mitch Zeller, made the key point clear: “People are smoking for the nicotine, 
but dying from the tar.” 
______ Lives could be saved. People could replace their tobacco cigarettes with e-
cigarettes and switch out smoke and carcinogens with water vapor. And that horrible 
smell would be replaced with no smell at all — or the light scent of a flavor like mint or 
strawberry. 
 

7. In looking at the PRO article, identify which piece of evidence could best serve as a 
counterclaim to the CON article? (1 point) 
A. They have likewise found that rather than helping people quit smoking, e-cigs may 

actually make it harder for smokers to quit. 
B. The FDA should make both of these facts clear by requiring warning labels on e-

cigarette devices and bottles of e-juices.  
C. And herein lies the possible merit of the e-cigarette: it could be a powerful tool for 

saving millions of lives if smokers switched from puffing to vaping to, ideally, nothing. 
D. “Juice” sounds harmless, but it's misleading. 
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8. In looking at the PRO article, what reasons does the author give to support her claim? 
How does she develop those reasons with evidence? Complete the chart. Cite the text.  

 

Reasons (3 pts) Textual Evidence (3 pts) 

1.  E-cigarettes are dangerously 
popular 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 

2. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The problem is that the safety and health claims of 
e-cigarettes have not been proven. Online, many folks 
claim e-cigs have helped them kick the habit. Yet 
these are just anecdotes. In the words of Mitch Zeller, 
head of the FDA’s Tobacco Products Division, “FDA 
can’t make regulatory policy on the basis of anecdotal 
evidence.” 

3.  
 
 
 
 
 

3. 
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Teacher Instructions: Introducing Argumentation 
Ninety-minute on-demand writing 

Prompt:   

Should schools monitor students’ social media accounts?  After reading “Cyberbullying: Should schools police 
students’ social media accounts?” and “California School District Hires Firm to Monitor Students’ Social Media” 
write an essay in which you address the question and argue your position on the topic. Support your position 
with evidence from the text. Be sure to acknowledge competing views. Include a works cited page and text 
citations using MLA format. 
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Name ______________________________________________________ 

Period ______________ Date___________________________________ 

 
Writer’s Notebook 

Step 1: After reading and discussing the Children’s Bill of Rights, what issues are related to 
those articles? Brainstorm them below. 
E.g., child marriage, child labor laws, education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Choose 2 issues you feel are important from the box above. Why are they important to 
you? Which are you more interested in?   
 
#1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#2 
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Step 3: NOW CHOOSE JUST ONE! This will be your topic for your argumentation. Write your 
argument topic in the form of a question here. E.g., “Should children have unlimited access to 
the internet?” Do not choose your side yet! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 4: Generate 10 questions you or your audience might have about that issue or topic. 
These questions will drive your research. Please note your questions on the 3-column guide 
your teacher provides.  
 
Step 5: Research credible sources to find the answers to your questions. Take notes on your 
3-column guide. Remember to collect evidence in the form of facts, expert opinions, and 
anecdotes.   
 
Be sure to LIST any resources you use, so you can create a works cited page. Use the 
Research Guide at the end of this packet to help you know what to write down. 
 
  



Children Have the Right to …   
Common Assignment 3 

  Middle School ELA Unit 1 
 

55 

Step 6: After researching your topic, use your research notes to complete the T-chart below. 
List reasons/evidence for both sides of the issue. 
 
Copy your question from Step 3 here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People who say “yes” give these reasons 
and evidence: 

People who say “no” give these reasons 
and evidence: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Step 7: Okay, now is the moment you have been waiting for … Consider the evidence you 
have found in research and choose the side you want to argue in your essay. Write your claim 
here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Children Have the Right to …   
Common Assignment 3 

  Middle School ELA Unit 1 
 

56 

Step 8: Go back to your T-chart in Step 6 and identify the three best reasons/evidence for your 
side. Circle them. These will become your evidence for your body paragraphs. Choose one 
reason/evidence from the opposing side that you may be able to acknowledge. Circle it. 
Keep this point in mind to acknowledge the opposing view in your essay. 
 
Step 9: Now we are going to put it all together! Use the outline provided to organize your 
thoughts and create a plan for your essay.   
 
Step 10: Write a complete rough draft of your essay.   
 
Step 11: Check your draft for text citations. Add more if needed and make sure those 
citations you have are in the correct format. Create your works cited page to go at the end of 
your essay.  
 
Step 12: Using the revising sheet provided and the task rubric, reflect on your work and 
identify the required components of your essay. Share your essay with at least one classmate 
and an adult as well. Collect their signature below. 
We have read ___________________________________’s essay and have assisted in giving 
feedback. 
X___________________________________________________ 
X___________________________________________________ 
X___________________________________________________ 
 
Step 13: Take the feedback from your peers and make revisions to your work. You may need 
to write a “second draft.” Once again, use your revising guide and your task rubric to 
improve your work. Be sure to check your work at this time for proper conventions. 
 
Step 14: Publish a final copy of your work. (Teachers will describe the expectations for your 
final draft here.)  
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Name____________________________ Period________ 

Research Guide 
Questions about my topic 
Topic: 

Information that answers 
my questions (facts, 
anecdotes, expert opinions) 

Source of the information  
(Web: URL and date visited, 
author if available; 
Text: Title, ISBN, author, 
publisher, date) 

1.   

2. 
 

  

3.   

4.  
 

  

5. 
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6. 
 

  

7. 
 

  

8. 
 

  

9. 
 

  

10.   
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Name_______________________________________ 
Date________________________ Period_____________ 
 

Argumentation Essay 
 
Introduction 
Attention Getter (interesting quote, definition, description, anecdote related to the issue or 
topic) 
 
 
 
 
 
Background Information (What is the issue? Briefly present a summary of both sides.) 
 
 
 
 
 
CLAIM/Thesis statement (What do you plan to prove or explain in your essay?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
Concluding transition and restate thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
Summarize main ideas  
 
 
 
 
 
What do you want your readers to continue to think about or do? 
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Body 1 
Transition and Reason 1  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Body 2 
Transition and Reason 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
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Body 3 
Transition and acknowledge opposing view  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Body 4 
Transition and Reason 3 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, example, elaboration  
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Teacher Resources 

• www.procon.org  

• Suggested activities and more detailed lesson plans for each learning target can be found at 
www.LiveBinders.com .  

Username: casmiddleela 
Password: caselarocks 

• Teaching Argument Writing, George Hillocks 

• Scholastic, New York Times Upfront, and Scope magazines (subscription needed) 

• https://todaysmeet.com  

• Twisting Arms, Cottonwood Press (purchase needed) 

• Texts and Lessons For Content Area Reading, Harvey Daniels (purchase needed) 

• www.Proquest.com  and www.EBSCO.com  article databases 

• www.newsela.com  

	
  




