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The Big Idea of Formative Assessment

This part of the Professional Learning (PL) provides participants the opportunity to gain a shared
understanding of the interpretation of Formative Assessment that underpins the Shell Center’s
Formative Assessment Lessons. Because participants bring many interpretations of Formative
Assessment to the PL, it is important to provide them with a shared understanding that will form
the basis of their work with the Formative Assessment Lessons.

Achieving this goal:

This component will give participants the opportunity to study the Handout called the Big Idea of
Formative Assessment. This Handout communicates that the interpretation of Formative
Assessment underpinning this PL is just another name for effective teaching.
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Students and teachers
Using evidence of learning
To adapt teaching and learning
To meet immediate learning needs

Minute-to-minute and day-by-day

Marnie Thompson and Dylan Wiliam (2008)

Summarizing the main ideas:

Formative Assessment is not used to rank or label students. It is used to guide teachers as they
reflect on what is and is not working so that they can modify their teaching to better serve their
students. The interpretation of Formative Assessment that is relevant here has much to do with
effective teaching and little to do with testing.


http://collegeready.gatesfoundation.org/portals/0/documents/facilitator guides supporting documentation/general files/The Big Idea Handout_cps02.pdf
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Five Strategies of Formative Assessment

This part of the PL introduces the five strategies of Formative Assessment and provides
participants with an opportunity to learn how these might be used to bring the Big Idea to life in
classrooms.

Achieving this goal:

Again, this component will give participants the opportunity to study the Handout called the Five
Strategies of Formative Assessment. This Handout outlines the strategies that participants will use
minute-to-minute and day-by-day to foster formative assessment in their classrooms and meet the
immediate learning needs of students.

Clarifying and sharing learning intentions and criteria for success

effective di activities, and tasks that elicit evidence of learning
Providing feedback that moves students forward
Activating students as instructional resources for one another

Activating students as owners of their own learning

Marnie Thompson and Dylan Wiliams

Suggest unconventional ways of “Activating students as instructional resources for one
another”

Conventional wisdom around collaborative learning usually leads teachers to create heterogeneous
pairs or groups of students to activate students as instructional resources for each other. During
this part of the PL, participants usually cite students working in heterogeneous groups as an
effective means of activating students as instructional resources for each other. In their words, this
allows students strong in math to help those considered to be weak in math. Heterogeneous
grouping is thought to be essential for equitable teaching and effective classroom management, and
therefore something that US teachers feel compelled to do.

Our explorations enacting the Shell Center’s Formative Assessment Lessons in various classrooms
revealed that homogenous pairings can have enormous positive consequences for learning.

Video: The Importance of Homogeneous Grouping



https://vimeo.com/73426089
http://collegeready.gatesfoundation.org/portals/0/documents/facilitator guides supporting documentation/general files/The Five Strategies Handout_cps02.pdf

